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Inset Day development 
 

Our curriculum has been the focus of staff development this term. 
Staff are working together to evaluate our current curriculum, 
identifying the parts that are important to keep and those which 
we need to improve. This was our focus on the Inset Day in May 
and will be ongoing next session. 

 
Our work on Spectra last term allowed us to put into action our 
initial thinking around the curriculum. We enjoyed sharing this 
work with parents during our open  afternoon . 
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Social Networking  
 

To support our pupils to understand how to keep themselves safe online, we 
hired a specialist in internet safety, Paul Hay, to run workshops in school. Sessions 
were planned for pupils from P4-7, staff received training and he also delivered a 
workshop for parents. We were very pleased with the way this important        
message was delivered with lots of helpful and relevant information shared. You 
can find out more information about this event on the school website. 

Staff  

Congratulations to Mrs Cabarcas who had a baby boy in April, Mattias, and to Mrs Gordon who had 
a baby boy, Oliver, on 18th May. 

We would like to send our best wishes to Miss Lohoar on her forthcoming marriage during the     
summer break. She will return to us as Mrs Wilson next session.   CONGRATULATIONS!! 

Mrs Gordon’s maternity leave has led to some changes in staff however we have been able to ensure 
minimal impact on the children thanks to the flexibility provided by our existing staff as Mrs Grant has 
kindly agreed to step in to give continuity in P3G/M.  Mrs Hepburn has taken over from Miss Forbes 
in P1CF on Thursdays and Fridays and has very kindly offered to work an extra day on a Monday to 
cover classes throughout the school.   

Mrs Grant will now work in P7JS on a Wednesday to allow Mrs Smith to have her Principal Teacher 
day out of class and Mrs Macfadyen is also working an extra day on a Friday to allow Mrs Hampton to 
have her PT day.   

We are currently recruiting teachers for after summer. 

http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/home/home.asp


World Book Day by Selin and Eve 
 
On the 1st of March World Book Day events had already begun in Kingswells Primary School. The      
library monitors thought of our theme - Magic and Sorcery. We did the Bumper Book Quiz in the hall 
and made a treasure hunt for the school. For the hunt we printed out pictures of magical things like 
Harry Potter creatures and fairy-tale objects such as Jack’s magic beans. The children had to find all 
twenty magical items or characters. For the Bumper Book Quiz we made teams of 4 children from each 
house together with an adult. The quiz was a book quiz and had all different types of questions. It was 
a challenging but very fun quiz which some knowledgeable kids found easy.  
 
On library day there was a range of different £1 books available for all 
of the children in the school to choose from.  If someone didn’t want 
a book, they were given a WBD token which they could exchange for 
a £1 book or get £1 off a book in the shops.  
We had lots of fun planning WBD.  
 
 

Edinburgh residential By Liana Forsyth & Ellie Quigley-P6EL 
 

This year P6 went on a trip to Edinburgh on the 8th of March.   The bus journey started at 8am and 
lasted 2 hours. When we arrived in Edinburgh we went to Dynamic Earth where we went on a 4D     
animal safari. It was great fun! 

After that we went to the Portrait gallery where we 
learned about Victorian art and Mary Queen of Scots. 
Next we went to our hotel, the Premier Inn.  It was a bit 
nerve-wracking as we waited to see who we were    
sharing with but everyone was happy as we went off to 
our rooms and got changed for Pizza Hut and bowling. 
We had lots of fun that evening out with everyone. It 
was such a fun first day! 

 

 

The next day we got up at 8 o’clock and got ready for 
the day ahead. Once everybody had their breakfast 
we put our suitcases on the bus and then headed off 
to the zoo. It was lots of fun seeing the monkeys,   
pandas, penguins and other animals. The zoo          
provided us with lunch and juice. After the trip to the 
zoo we got on the bus and left to go home.  

 

 

When we reached Kingswells all the parents were standing there waiting for us. It was a great time and 
we got lots of great photos and wished we could stay a couple of days longer. We thoroughly enjoyed 
our Edinburgh trip. 

 



Cross Country Running By Grace Hendry and Ellie Robb 
 

 Balgownie is a race that takes place every year for    
different running clubs to take part in. There are medals 
to be won for an individual and a team altogether. 

The race takes part in Bridge of Don, on grass, mud and 
up steep hills. The run is 1 mile and 14 races are held.  

The youngest people to run are Primary 5s and the oldest 
are S4. It starts at 10:00 and the last race starts at 1:30 
with ten minutes in between each run. Around 52 
schools take part every year with about 100 people in 
each race.  

 

Balgownie is hosted by Robert Gordon’s College and is a very fun and 
challenging race.  We would definitely recommend doing this race as it 
is a great experience and you feel great after you have run past the 
finishing line.  

Capacity at school                              
 
Our numbers for next session’s Primary 1 are consistent with the numbers leaving Primary 7. We have 
had confirmation from Aberdeen City Council that we will continue to have 17 classes next session.  

Class Dojo 

Feedback from parents about Dojo has been extremely positive and class teachers really appreciate 
being able to easily share learning with home.  We have found that our pupils are much more          
motivated to share their work when they know that their parents will check and respond to the       
information shared.   We encourage parents to respond with a comment or like as soon as they see an 
update from school so this can be shared with your son or daughter in class.  We would like to remind 
parents that if they are letting school know about appointments or anything which requires prompt 
action they should still contact the school office as it cannot be guaranteed that teachers will be able 
to pick up this information in time.  

SHARE  

Our annual Sexual Health and Relationships Education night took place in February and included       
information about our school programme including how we have incorporated LGBT teaching. Slides 
from this evening are available on the school website. Our plan moving forward is to alternate having 
SHARE one year and an internet safety event the next.  



Careers Fair by Maryam and Sam 

 

The careers fair was a series of talks from different universities and colleges. They 
advised us on what topics would lead to different jobs and how long the courses 
would take. 

The people who came to talk to us were from RGU, Aberdeen University and a few 
more. We were told that most courses would take between two and six years, for 
example to become an architect it would take six years. 

They told us all the different subjects in university and in college and the degrees you could get from 
each course. They also gave us a chance to ask questions about specific jobs and how long the course 
would take and they told us what subjects to take in secondary school that will help us get that job. 

Deeside Rotary Quiz – General Knowledge By Amber, Andrew and Calvin. 

On 13th of March 2018, four Primary 7 students from Kingswells Primary went to Airyhall Primary to 
participate in the Deeside Rotary General Knowledge Quiz. This is an annual event which our school has 
attended for several years.  Five schools in the area took part in 
the quiz; Airyhall, Kingswells, Cults, Culter and Milltimber. Mrs 
Stout, our PSA, drove us there and we arrived at 2pm. The quiz 
had 10 rounds of 6 questions, Geography, Technology and the 
Media, Literacy, Mathematics, Science, Alphabet, Sport, Picture 
Round, Pot Luck and General Knowledge. Prior to the quiz, we 
practised doing general knowledge quizzes online. It was a     
difficult quiz but we worked as a team and did very well so we 
were very proud of our performance.  

Half way through the quiz, there was a break where we got biscuits and juice. At the break we were 
told how many points we had in the first half and at the end we were told how many points we had 
overall. We got 103 out of 120 points which is very good and we got SECOND OVERALL! We all         
thoroughly enjoyed it and we hope that next year’s P7s do very well too!  

Emotion Coaching 

We have continued to have a very good response to the emotion coaching sessions for parents. The 
feedback has been positive and follow-up workshops are planned for later in May.  

Parent skills workshops 

This 10 week course developed parents’ awareness of their own parenting style and built a network of 
support. The next course started at Brimmond School on Wednesday 9th May from 1-3pm. Acting on   
feedback received from the initial workshops this has been condensed to a 5 week programme          
covering  “ Our children’s needs and managing challenging behaviour”.  

Communication with school 

If you have a concern about anything to do with your child’s education or care please make an           
appointment to see either your child’s class teacher or a member of our Senior Management Team. 
Recently we have received anonymous phone calls and letters. We have not been able to do anything 
with this information as our understanding of the problem is not sufficiently clear. 



Glennie Games By Oscar, Tallis and Natasha 

On Thursday 3rd May Kingswells School gathered together to remember our popular and inspirational 
teacher, Mr Steve Glennie.  Donations were collected on the day and we raised  £900. 

Mr Glennie was an amazing teacher probably one of the best teachers in Kingswells. He had been   
teaching here for 17 years.  

On the day of Glennie Games, we invited some of the AFC football players 
to come along because Mr Glennie loved Aberdeen. He usually went to 
every home game. We all wore red and white clothes or Aberdeen kits to 
represent this.    

We sang a song called “We are Kingswells” as that was a song that Mr 
Glennie wrote and we found the song sheet in his desk. The activities that 
we did were guitar running where you ran up and down playing a blow up 
guitar because he loved music and played guitar. We played lacrosse, 

cricket and tennis because Mr Glennie used to coach these sports.  We also played ‘The wellie boot 
throw’ where you had to throw a welly into the hoop. 

Each class made a rosette and then one person from each class tied them and AFC scarves on to the 
fence.    

The whole school took part and enjoyed the afternoon. Ex pupils, parents and friends all joined in. 

Car parking  

We are becoming increasingly concerned about safety at school drop off and pick up times. As our    
control over this issue is limited, we would advise any parents with concerns to contact Police Scotland 
on 101. We have highlighted the problems to the Community Wardens who are making 
regular visits to Kingswells and they have advised that the bus stop on Kingswells        
Avenue can be used as a drop off area but cars cannot be left there for any period of 
time therefore you should not stop and wait. We have also done whole school assem-
blies on Road Safety and sent home safety information. We really need your help to 
keep your children safe. We ask you to be mindful of this when driving and parking 
around school. 

Sports Day 

Sports Day for P1-7 is planned for Friday 1st June.  P4-7 activities will run from 10.15- 11.30 and P1-3  
activities from 1.45-2.45 approximately.  Parents are warmly invited to come along to watch on the day.  
Should the weather be too wet in the lead up to the day or on the day itself our standby date is Friday 
8th June.  You will be notified by Groupcall if Sports Day is to be postponed.   

In order to make the day run smoothly we require parent helpers for both sessions. If you are able to 
help then please contact the school by email at Kingswells@aberdeencity.gov.uk or by telephone on 

Thanks for parent support 

Thank you to all parents who have supported us over the year, from coaching sport, helping in classes 
and on trips or attending PTA and Parent Council or in any other way to support our pupils. In           
particular I wish to sincerely thank our P7 parents. When I think of the time you have given between 
you to support the school it is incredible. You will all be sadly missed. 

As a small Thank You we would like to invite all of our helpers from this last year to come along to an 
Afternoon tea on Tuesday 26th June 2-3pm. Thank you. 



 JASS By Alliyah & Katie P7JS 

This year, the Primary 6s and Primary 7s are doing their bronze and silver level of JASS. JASS stands for 
‘Junior Award Scheme for Schools’. When you apply for JASS, you receive a binder and sheets of paper 
with information explaining what you can do to complete each section. There is a certain amount of 
hours that you must complete for each level. You start at the bronze level and work your way up to gold.  

You must keep track of your activities by writing diary entries, making tables, calendars or anything that 
you can record your activities on. You must also include photos and mentor’s comments and signature. 
When you get your binder, there are four sections to complete. These sections are: Adventure, Get    
Active Stay Active, My Interests and Me and My World. 

For the Adventure section, you must complete an outdoor challenge and work as part of a team. The 
Primary 7s wrote about their trip to Loch Insh, which was all about working as part of a team whilst 
completing outdoor challenges 

For the Get Active Stay Active Section, it is all about staying fit and healthy. Your activity can involve  
continuing a sport you already enjoy or trying a new sport or fitness program. It is important that you 
exercise regularly, so as well as completing your award level, it motivates you to stay fit. 

The My Interests section is all about doing a hobby or activity that you enjoy. You can choose to do 
something new or set targets for something that you already get involved in. This section pushes the 
participant to do well in a hobby they enjoy. 

Me and My World gives you an opportunity to help in the community. This can be something like        
volunteering at the local shelter or raising money for charity. You can work as part of a team or           
individually to complete this section. 

Overall, JASS is a fun experience that pushes the participant to do things they wouldn’t usually do. It has 
pushed many children in Kingswells to help in their community, stay fit, get outside more and do    
something that they enjoy. The award scheme enables children to try new activities that they wouldn’t 
have considered before and learn new skills. The Primary 7s have enjoyed participating throughout the 
year. 

 

P6 JASS Bronze Award By Ella-Grace Wilson and Hiba Tahhan - P6LM 

Primary 6 have been working hard to complete their JASS Bronze Award. Some of the examples of      
activities that we have been doing are: den building in snow, sledging at Glenshee, skiing, camping     
outdoors, climbing a Munro, walking to Hazlehead with neighbours’ dogs, horse riding, improving piano 
skills, recycling, giving money to charity, shovelling snow for the Kingswells area, baking for other      
people, litter picking, teaching grandparents how to use computers and donating old toys.  

The JASS Award is important because it helps you gain important skills that you will need in the future. 
The biggest challenge has been setting goals to challenge yourself. Seeing what you can achieve has 
been the biggest surprise. Our main goal has been to do our best in everything. 

Sustrans ibike Project 

Kingswells School are going to be involved in the sustrans ibike project starting in September. This is to 
promote cycling, scooting and walking throughout the school. Any pupils who cycle, walk or scoot to 
school will be able to enjoy a free breakfast.  If an adult accompanies them then they can enjoy the free 
breakfast too! In the future there will be a bike ride for pupils so please ensure that bikes are in good 
working order to participate in this. 



Digital drop-in 

Every month the Kingswells Tech Team does a Digital Drop-in for senior citizens.    Tech Team Digital 
Drop-In is a place where people can learn about technology that they are struggling with or not sure 
about. 

One of the trickiest challenges involved is explaining technology in our own words. 

Each and every month we’ve managed to encourage people to come along and we have enjoyed working 
with the elderly. 

Every month the Tech Team will try to help as many people as they can. We all have to be really patient 
to help people understand and it has been really fun! 

By Aaron & Max 

We plan to continue this next year. 

Additional Support Needs 

At Kingswells School we support children with a wide range of additional 
support needs. Our children offer amazing support to each other and 
demonstrate a good understanding of how they can help. We felt it was     
important to offer our parents the chance to understand more about        
additional support needs, particularly for those pupils where their needs are 
not always visible. We hope that you find the publication ‘It takes all kinds 
of minds’ informative.   

Well done to our inspirational Primary 7 pupil who confidently shared       

information with pupils in assembly about living with Autism and ADHD . 

May Fair 

Thank you very much to our PTA who organised an amazing May Fair at the weekend.  This event   
wouldn’t have been possible without their dedication and the help of parents and staff for set up the 
day before and to help on the day.  We are delighted to share that the fair raised around £8700.  With 
budgets restraints within Aberdeen City Council our school would find it really difficult to cope without 
the financial support of our PTA so we are hugely grateful to everyone who came along on the day to 
make it such a success.   

School Website 

Our new school website is up and running and is now owned by Aberdeen 
City Council instead of independently by Kingswells School.  We hope you 
like the new look site and that you continue to find everything you need in 
one place.  If you do notice something is missing or have suggestions on 
how to improve the site please contact Mrs Cran.  The new web address is 
https://kingswells.aberdeen.sch.uk  and an automatic redirect has been 
set up for anyone looking for the old site.   

 

 

https://kingswells.aberdeen.sch.uk


MAY   

WEDNESDAY 30TH  6:30PM EMOTION COACHING WORKSHOP FOR      

PARENTS (DETAILS TO FOLLOW) 

JUNE   

FRIDAY 1ST  SPORTS DAY—1ST CHOICE 

MONDAY 4TH  7PM PARENT COUNCIL 

TUESDAY 5TH 9.15AM P1 INDUCTION SESSION 

WEDNESDAY 6TH  NURSERY SPORTS –1ST CHOICE 

WEDNESDAY 6TH 6.30PM NURSERY INDUCTION EVENING FOR PARENTS 

FRIDAY 8TH   SPORTS DAY—BACKUP  

WEDNESDAY 13TH   P7s WHO ARE GOING TO BUCKSBURN    

ACADEMY VISIT 

THURSDAY 14TH   P7s WHO ARE GOING TO BUCKSBURN    

ACADEMY VISIT 

THURSDAY 14TH  6.30-8PM P7 ASG LEAVERS PARTY AT MARRIOTT HOTEL 

DYCE. 

SATURDAY 16TH  YEC CLUB—GOBLIN CAR RACE AT ALFORD 

RACING TRACK 

TUESDAY 26TH 2-3PM AFTERNOON TEA FOR PARENTS WHO HAVE 

HELPED OUT IN SCHOOL. 

JULY   

MONDAY 2ND 2-3PM MUSIC CONCERT FOR PARENTS OF PUPILS WHO 

RECEIVE MUSIC INSTRUCTION IN SCHOOL 

TUESDAY 3RD  2-3PM P7 LEAVERS CONCERT—BY INVITE TO P7         

PARENTS 

TUESDAY 5TH 2-3PM LAST SESSION OF DIGITAL DROP IN FOR  SENIOR 

CITIZENS 

FRIDAY 6TH 3.15PM LAST DAY OF TERM 

MONDAY 9TH—2OTH 

AUGUST INCLUSIVE* 

HOLIDAY SCHOOL CLOSED FOR SUMMER HOLIDAYS  

*MONDAY 20TH AUG INSET DAY 1 SCHOOL OPEN TO STAFF ONLY 

TUESDAY 21ST AUGUST 9AM SCHOOL REOPENS TO PUPILS FOR TERM 1 

2018-19 SESSION 


