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I hope that all families had a lovely Winter holiday and enjoyed time together with family and
friends.
We are happy to have our pupils back in school, showing us they are ready to work hard. We
look forward to some fun and interesting projects in term 3, keep an eye on our Spotlight on
Learning and Dojo to see what is happening in school.
We welcome Abdurrahman Mashaal into Primary 4, Nicholas Anyeagbu to Primary 2, Grace
Leech into Primary 1 and Jamie Leech into Primary 2. We hope all our new families settle
happily into the Kingswells community.

Staffing
I am delighted to let you know, that after four years of staffing difficulties, we are starting the
New Year with a full complement of staff.
In October 2017 we welcomed Julian McCormick, Support for Learning Teacher.
Mr McCormick is an experienced Support for Learning Teacher who worked in a number of
schools in Aberdeenshire.
In December 2017, Mrs Hilary Burrows started as a Senior Early Years Practitioner in the
nursery. Mrs Burrows also comes with considerable nursery experience, having worked in
Cornhill Nursery for the last 17 years.
Congratulations to Mrs Gordon who is expecting her second child in May. Miss Forbes has
kindly agreed to undertake additional teaching in P3G/M on Mondays and Tuesdays starting
on 14th May which will cover the vacancy until the summer holidays.

Parents working in school
December was a particularly busy month in Kingswells School and we all
very much appreciate the additional time that was given willingly by our
parents to support the various different activities.
If you would like to help in school, please contact Mrs McAra for further
information.

Christmas news
Kingswells Primary School have been having fun doing lots of festive activities. Here are some
of the activities that we have been doing on the run up to Christmas.
The stages that have been doing Christmas shows are primary 2s, 4s and 6s. Whilst the other
year groups, including the nursery, prepared some Christmas songs to present to their
parents. Parents were invited into school for refreshments and P7 took their parents to the
class and showed them their work. P3s went to Kingsmead to read stories and sing for the
residents.
The Primary 2s did a show called McTivity. It was a nativity with a Scottish twist. The Primary
4s did a show called Children of the world. It was about how children all around the world
celebrate Christmas and the Primary 6s did a show called Primary School Christmas Musical.
It was about the teachers and pupils preparing for a Christmas play.
The P7s participated in the Evening Express Christmas Carol Concert. They performed 2
songs. Light a Candle and the Christmas Tree Feud. They all enjoyed performing and had a
great time.
On the 20th of December it was Christmas Jumper Day. We all wore our most festive and
cosiest jumpers. We all had to take in dried foods as a fundraiser, which was donated to
Instant Neighbour. On the same day, it was Christmas lunch. We all really enjoyed it.
The whole school had a Christmas party. The nursery and the P1s had separate parties. The
school’s PE teacher had a great time being the DJ. All the pupils did some Scottish dancing.
After the parties, they all went back to their classes to have some drinks and a snack.
On Wednesday 6th December, the P1-3s watched a theatre group that came to school,
performed the pantomime, Pinocchio. We interviewed 3 members of the audience. Here are
their thoughts.
Emily Bruce- “It was really good and entertaining.”
Osas- “My favourite part was when he turned into a real boy”
Amelie Seguin- “I liked it when he was being built and he turned into a real boy”
Whilst the P1-3s watched Pinocchio the P4-7s went to the Arts Centre to see Beauty and the
Beast. It was very funny and entertaining. All of the cast were really good at playing their roles.
There were songs you wouldn’t expect to be in Beauty and the Beast such as ‘Human’ and
‘I’ve had the Time of my Life’. Here is what some people thought about it.
P7 Rio- “I thought it was good and all the cast played their part well”
P6 Chiamaka- “I liked how they got the audience engaged and my favourite character was
Donnell.”
P7 Connie- “I loved how the audience got involved in the performance.”
All in all, it was a great Festive End to the Term.
Written by
The Media Crew

Christmas concerts
We enjoyed welcoming our parents to see our Christmas concerts and sing alongs. Our
children, as usual, were incredible and performed with confidence and enthusiasm. It was
clear to see how much parents enjoyed this and we had lots of positive feedback which is
always appreciated. You can see the highlights from Christmas on our Spotlight on Learning
film on the school website
https://kingswellsprimary.co.uk/2017/12/22/christmas-at-kingswells-p1-7/
We thank families for their kind donations to the three charities chosen by our Pupil Council.
We collected a fantastic total of £918; £306 was donated to Befriend a Child, £306 to Maggies
and £306 to UNICEF.

Consultation anti-bullying policy
We are currently updating our anti-bullying policy and will be working with pupils and parents
to ensure everyone has the opportunity to be involved in this. Our policy will be based on
Aberdeen City Council’s policy which you can read on their website,
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/aberdeen-cms/files/Anti%20Bullying%20Policy%
202017.pdf
Parents will be consulted at our next Parent Council meeting on Monday 22 nd January, 7.159pm. We would encourage anyone who is wishing to be involved in this process to come
along to this meeting.

SPECTRA light context for learning
As part of our development work we have been reviewing
the curriculum. In late January/early February each class
will be involved in learning about an aspect of SPECTRA
light festival as teachers put our thinking into practice.
Parents are invited to come to school on Friday 23rd
February from 2-3pm to visit their child’s class and share
in the learning. Further information on the parent sharing
in learning will follow nearer the time.

XPRESSIONS APP
Shortly before the Christmas break we emailed parents to advise that we are introducing an
Xpressions APP as part of our Groupcall Messenger system as a future preferred method of
communication. This is in order to provide a more cost effective and dependable service. The
APP sends “push notifications” to your phone to advise that there is a communication from
the school on the APP. It was felt by Aberdeen City Council that school emails were being lost
in the sea of emails an average person receives on a daily basis and this provides a more
direct means of communication without the cost of text messaging.
A further groupcall email has been sent out this week with the link to the APP so if you have a
Smart phone (other than a Windows phone) we would encourage you to please download this
APP at your earliest convenience. Thank you.

Reporting and Parent Interviews
Teachers have now begun the process of writing pupil reports. School staff will complete these
by the Easter holidays and we hope to be able to issue completed reports to parents by 29 th
March. Parent Interviews will be held on 24th April from 4-7pm and 25th April between 4-6pm.
Please note that appointments are difficult to co-ordinate and changes, after appointments are
issued, cannot be accommodated.
Parents should put in writing to class teachers by Monday 19th March any small timeslots
where they would not be able to have an appointment.

Prayer Week
Prayer space, supported by Kingswells Church, will take place between
19th and 28th February. Our pupils will have time to reflect on all that they
are thankful for, think about their wishes for the wider world and the
hopes they have for others who are less fortunate. There are a variety of
activities on offer ranging from a quiet, reflection zone to writing wishes in
the sand.

Life and Ethos Assemblies
We like to invite speakers to our Monday assemblies as often as
possible. This can be to share information about an experience, job or
involvement with a charity with our pupils. This has been very
successful over the years and is popular with the pupils. We are
always very grateful for any additional contacts that parents can
suggest so that we can introduce some new and interesting speakers
to our pupils.

Class Newsletters
Teachers are completing their school newsletters for this term and we would encourage you to
take time to read these. They are posted on the school website and contain useful information
about forthcoming events as well as an outline of intended learning. A groupcall text will be
sent to you when your child’s newsletter has been posted.
www.kingswellsprimary.co.uk

Car Park
Kingswells School car park is for use by school staff only, with the exception of anybody holding a disabled badge. Please respect this ruling and park considerately in the surrounding area
if you are driving your children to school.
Please don’t cut across the car park when walking to school as this puts you and your
child in danger.
Please note that the car park spaces directly in front of the flats are for residents only.

Edinburgh residential
Our P6 pupils are off on their annual residential to
Edinburgh on Thursday 8th – Friday 9th March. Parents
are invited along to a meeting in school on Monday
22nd January in GP rooms to receive important
information and paperwork for this trip.

SHARE
Our annual SHARE (Sexual Health and Relationship Education) will take place on Monday 19 th
February at 6.30pm. We look forward to presenting our educational programme for P4-7. As we
are hoping to run either a Safe Social Networking event or the SHARE evening as part of a
rolling programme, this year we have invited our P4 parents so they do not miss out on this
important information . There will also be an opportunity to sign up to borrow the DVD prior to
your child starting this work in school.
Internet Safety
We are dealing with an increasing number of incidents connected with pupils getting
themselves into difficulty using social media and the Internet, out of school. To support parents
to help their child stay safe whilst online we are paying for a specialist in Internet Safety to
deliver workshops to P4-7 pupils, staff training and an information evening for parents on
Tuesday 27th March from 7-8.30pm. This should be an interesting and informative evening and
we encourage as many parents as possible to come along.
You can take a look at the website :-http://www.pclstraining.com/ to find out more information
about our speaker prior to the session.

Kingswells School Free Digital Drop In for Seniors
Our pupils love working with their local community and are keen to share some
of their digital skills.
Come along and have fun with our Primary 4 to Primary 7 ‘Tech Team’. They
can help you to improve your skills on your tablet, laptop or smartphone or just
spend time playing fun apps with you!
Sessions are at Kingswells School on the first Tuesday of every month from 2pm to 3pm.
Our First session will be on Tuesday 6th February.
We look forward to seeing you. Bring along your own devices or use one of ours.

JANUARY
MONDAY 22ND

6:30PM

P6 PARENT AND PUPIL EDINBURGH
RESIDENTIAL MEETING

6:30PM

P7 PARENTS SECONDARY TRANSITION
MEETING

7:15PM

PARENT COUNCIL MEETING

1.15 –2.45PM
6-7:30PM

EMOTION COACHING SESSIONS FOR ANY PARENTS
WHO MISSED THE SESSIONS AT KINGSWELLS
SCHOOL. THESE TAKE PLACE AT BRIMMOND
SCHOOL.

FRIDAY 26TH

IN SCHOOL

P7 LAST CLASS PHOTO FOR EVENING EXPRESS

MONDAY 29TH

AM

P6 PUPILS VISIT TO ABERDEEN SCIENCE
CENTRE

MONDAY 12TH

HOLIDAY

SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS AND STAFF

TUESDAY 13TH

INSET DAY 3

SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

WEDNESDAY 14TH

INSET DAY 4

SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

MONDAY 19TH

IN SCHOOL

PRAYER SPACE STARTS

MONDAY 19TH

6.30-7.30PM

SHARE EVENING

FRIDAY 23RD

2-3PM

PARENT OPEN AFTERNOON SPECTRA LIGHT

MONDAY 5TH

7-9PM

PARENT COUNCIL MEETING

THURSDAY 8TH –FRIDAY
9TH

ALL DAY

P6 RESIDENTIAL TRIP TO EDINBURGH

TUESDAY 20TH

IN SCHOOL

P1 & P7 DENTAL INSPECTIONS

TUESDAY 27TH

7-8.30PM

INTERNET SAFETY EVENING

FRIDAY 30TH

HOLIDAY

SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS AND STAFF

HOLIDAY

SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS AND STAFF

MONDAY 16TH

9AM

SCHOOL RESUMES FOR TERM 4

TUESDAY 17TH

7PM

PTA MEETING TBC

TUESDAY 24TH

4-7PM

PARENT INTERVIEWS

WEDNESDAY 25TH

4-6PM

PARENT INTERVIEWS

TUESDAY 23RD

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL
MONDAY 2ND—
FRIDAY 13TH

MAY
MONDAY 7TH

HOLIDAY

SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS AND STAFF

TUESDAY 8TH

INSET DAY 5

SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

WEDNESDAY 9TH

IN SCHOOL

P7 LEAVERS PHOTO—TEMPEST VISTA

SATURDAY 12TH

TBC

PTA MAYFAIR

MONDAY 21ST

7PM

PTA MEETING

WEDNESDAY 23RD

6.30PM

P1 INDUCTION EVENING

JUNE
FRIDAY 1ST

SPORTS DAY—1ST CHOICE

WEDNESDAY 6TH

NURSERY SPORTS –1ST CHOICE

WEDNESDAY 6TH

6.30PM

NURSERY INDUCTION EVENING

FRIDAY 8TH

SPORTS DAY—BACKUP

WEDNESDAY 13TH

NURSERY SPORTS—2ND CHOICE

JULY
FRIDAY 6TH

3.15PM

LAST DAY OF TERM

MONDAY 9TH -

HOLIDAY

SCHOOL CLOSED FOR SUMMER HOLIDAYS

INSET DAY 1

SCHOOL OPEN TO STAFF ONLY

TUESDAY 21ST AUGUST*
*MONDAY 20TH AUG

