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School vision

As a school we have been reviewing our Vision. Staff have been looking at this during staff meetings,
pupils were consulted during assembly and parents’ views were gathered at the parents’ evenings
and through discussion with Parent Council. We are now collating all ideas to shape a new,
aspirational vision for Kingswells Primary. Work is ongoing with this and we look forward to sharing
this with everyone in due course.

November Inset Day
At our Inset Day staff spent time working on our School Improvement Plan, discussing our school vision
and learning about the Maths intervention programme SEAL.

School closure communication
In the winter months the weather can prevent teachers from being able to reach school
safely by 9am, meaning the school can have a late start or even be closed for the day. In
order for the school to communicate as effectively as possible when this is the case we will
endeavour to firstly use groupcall to inform you of the situation.

School pantomimes
On Wed 5th December, P1-3 will enjoy the pantomime
Cinderella in school whilst P4-7 will go to the Arts Centre
to see Jack and the Beanstalk.

Public speaking competition by Angel George, Primary 7

Aberdeen Deeside Rotary Club Public Speaking Competition 2018
Once again the Rotary Club of Aberdeen Deeside hosted the 2018 Primary Schools Public Speaking
Competition at Milltimber Primary School, Aberdeen.
Eighteen Primary 7 students from 5 local primary schools took part in the competition. We had a
choice from three topics to present about. The three topics were:
Plastic- do we need it?
Is it beneficial for a family to have a pet?
What impact will robots have in our lives?
Since only four pupils from each school were allowed to go and more of us wanted to participate we
had to do a mini audition first. The final four chosen were Rusha, Vinayak, Cassidy and myself. This
year it was a good mix as all of us had chosen different topics.
We had around a week and a half to prepare and then the day came. It was a bit stressful because I
chose to say my speech off by heart and also because I was last, but I guess being last had its good
bits! Another thing that I think we all found challenging was the fact that we only had three
minutes to talk, if it was under three minutes we would be penalised and if it was over three
minutes thirty we would not be penalised but points would have been taken off.
After what was quicker than a blink my turn came. Luckily nothing went wrong and I didn’t forget
anything. I have to say that the hardest bit for me was the fact that a bell rang at two minutes
thirty and then again at three minutes.
Everything went well and everybody’s talks were great but only one person could win the shield for
their school. The judgement was over and it turned out that it was me who won first place! I felt a
mix of emotions such as overjoyed, proud and ecstatic. I got to hold the shield and that was an
amazing moment. They gave us the trophy later (after my name was engraved on it) and now it will
be kept in the school’s trophy cabinet.
It was awesome representing our school and winning the trophy and I wish all the very best to next
year’s P7s and I hope the trophy will come back to us again!
By Angel George

P7 KINGSWELLS FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT
The Kingswells football team had a football tournament at Garioch sports centre in Inverurie on
Tuesday 6th November. Our coaches drove us there and we played four matches. In our first match we
won one-nil. The next one was two-nil to Cornhill and then we lost four-nil to Elrick. Our final match
was against Peterhead and we won two-nil. The day was a lot of fun and we learned more about how
to play competitively and work well as a team. We look forward to the next tournament.
By Fisola Onafeko, Callum Brander and Nathan Bonner P7.

School Sport Award
The sportscotland School Sport Award is a national, Lottery funded initiative designed to encourage schools to continuously improve PE and school sport opportunities. The sportscotland School
Sport Award:
·

Encourages schools to self reflect and continuously improve

·

Puts young people at the forefront of the decision making and planning of PE and sport in
their school

·

Helps schools to increase young people’s opportunities and engagement in PE & school
sport

·

Helps schools to put PE & school sport at the heart of their planning, practice and ethos

·

Recognises and celebrates successful PE & school sport models

We are delighted that Kingswells School were successful in securing a silver in the School Sport
Award last session. We look forward to continuing our good work in delivering physical education
in school and inspiring healthy lifestyles!

Kingswells Primary Robotics Competition
Five weeks ago we found out that we were going to be taking part in a Robotic competition at
Robert Gordon’s College. We worked as a small team of 6 and followed the instructions to build our
robot. We then had to quickly learn how to control it!
We faced a few struggles- the controller wouldn’t work, the charger got lost, the robot wouldn’t move forwards AND the ModKit wouldn’t download but we persevered and the robot was ready
just in time for the competition day.
We arrived at Robert Gordon’s College with our functioning robot, ready and prepared. We
were then escorted to the room where the competition was held and the competition began. We had
to work with other schools to get as many points as possible. We won Best Design Award, came 6th
overall and got 3rd in the teamwork challenge. We had so much fun, enjoyed every second of it and
also learned a lot!
By Chiamaka, Grace, Henry, Vinayak, Zina and Zoe

Christmas Events
Kingswells School is an exciting place to be at Christmas time and many opportunities are already in
place. There will be a concert for the senior citizens in our community. If you know of any elderly
relatives or neighbours who would like to attend this concert on Tuesday 11 th December at 10.30am for
coffee, for an 11am start, then please let the school office know by phoning 01224 740262.
Dates and times for all Christmas concerts can be seen below.
Monday 10th December – P6 ‘Home for Christmas’ 2pm
Tuesday 11th December, Community Concert ‘Home for Christmas’ 10.30am
Tuesday 11th December – P5 Christmas Social 2pm
Wednesday 12th December P2 ‘The Two Birthdays’ 9.30am
Wednesday 12th December P4 ‘Gimmie, Gimmie, Gimmie’ 11am
Thursday 13th December P3 Christmas Social 9.30am
Thursday 13th December P7 Christmas Social 2pm
Friday 14th December P1 Christmas Social 11am
Wednesday 19th December – Nursery Christmas Craft
session with songs and family snack
We endeavour to let parents into the school hall as soon as possible for Christmas concerts. Please don’t
arrive too soon particularly in inclement weather as we are unable to accommodate parents until the hall
is cleared and pupils are ready to perform.
Our Charities Committee encourage parents to wear a Christmas jumper, elf ears or reindeer antlers to
enter into the spirit of Christmas fundraising at Kingswells. Our Charities Committee have chosen Kidney
Research UK and Gathimba Edwards Foundation as our targeted charities this festive season. Collection
bowls for any donations will be left out following each concert.

Parties
P2, P3, P4, P5, P6 and P7 will have their Christmas disco on Tuesday 18th December.
P1s will have their party during the afternoon of Monday 17 th December.
Pupils can wear their party clothes to school on the day instead of school uniform. If any parent is worried about party clothes getting dirty in school, they should send school uniform for their child to change
into.
Nursery Christmas parties will take place on Thursday 20th December.

Elf Shelf
A favourite Christmas activity for pupils is Elf Shelf; pupils have the opportunity to
choose a Christmas gift for mum, dad, siblings or even their pet. We are very
grateful to PTA for undertaking the task of sourcing around 1400 gifts to ensure
there are presents for all pupils in the school.
Pupils will need to remember to take money to school on 6th or 7th December to purchase their surprise
gifts. Each gift is priced at £2.

School lunch and Christmas jumper day.
Kingswells School will hold their Christmas lunch on Thursday 13th December. P1-7 pupils wishing to
attend the lunch should return the slip by Wednesday 5th December. The P1-P3 will be free school
meals as per normal and P4-7 will make the usual charge to the CHIPS card.

We will also support Christmas jumper day on the same day- a letter from the
charities committee will be sent home with more information.

CCOW
This term, CCOW, Countryside Classroom on Wheels spent time with every class. The children saw two
sheep, a week old calf, a chicken and a wide variety of grains grown on a farm. They were told about
what farming in the North East entailed. CCOW brought along a smoothie bike and spoke about a
variety of fruits and the importance of exercise to keep us healthy.

Learning Resilience
Every Friday pupils from P5-P7 learn about resilience with Ingrid. Ingrid is a kind lady that teaches us
how to be mindful. One lesson we did with Ingrid was about how your mind is like a puppy. Your mind
is like a puppy because it wanders away and brings back things that you don’t want. However, Ingrid
taught us that we can train our brains to just focus on the now. The most recent lesson that Ingrid has
taught us is a lesson about a part of your brain called the amygdala. The amygdala is the part of your
brain that reacts to danger. My favourite fact about the amygdala is that it does not think it just reacts.
It was very interesting to learn about different parts of the brain. I think that Ingrid’s classes help me to
feel more calm and kind towards myself and the lessons are fun so we can enjoy and understand them.
Before I went to Ingrid’s lessons I did not understand what being mindful was but now I know!
Zara Edwards 5AC

P5 and P6 Young Inspectors
We are delighted to be part of The Young Inspectors Programme, which has been designed by
Education Scotland to involve children and young people in school improvement activity. The aim is
to support schools’ own self-evaluation as pupils learn to share reflections from their own
environment and become more familiar with the language and processes of school improvement.
The programme will initially take the form of 2 training sessions, followed by reciprocal visits to our
partner school, which is Hazlehead Primary. This is a fantastic opportunity for our 8 ‘Young Leaders
of Learners’, as it will be known locally, to develop skills for
life and be involved in a new Scottish initiative.

SHARED READING WITH PRIMARY 1
This November Primary 7 took part in a very exciting shared reading project with our buddies in
Primary 1. My buddy is named Anadoo. The Scottish Book Trust hold a competition every year called
The Bookbug Picture Book Prize. Every child in Primary 1 gets a special bag with three books in it. The
Primary 7’s then read the books to them and then you can vote for your favourite. It was really good
fun.
My buddy loved reading with me and my friend Rachel. We had to read for our buddies and create
some activities for each book, which was great fun. Our favourite book was “I Am Bat” by Morag
Hood, so we will vote for that. I think that Bookbug bags are a wonderful idea.
By Ruby Marr
P7JS working with P1 buddies: https://vimeo.com/303541642
P7EH working with P1 buddies: https://vimeo.com/303545520

DECEMBER
Monday 24th

SCHOOL CLOSED FOR WINTER HOLIDAYS

JANUARY
Monday 7th

9am

SCHOOL RESUMES FOR TERM 3

Monday 14th

6.30pm

PARENT COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday 15th

6.30pm

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION MEETING

FEBRUARY
Monday 11th

SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS AND STAFF

Tuesday 12th

Inset Day 3

SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

Wednesday 13th

Inset Day 4

SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

Monday 25th

6.30pm

PARENT COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday 26th

6.30pm

PTA MEETING

Monday 1st

Easter Hol

SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS AND STAFF

Monday 15th

9am

SCHOOL RESUMES FOR TERM 4

Friday 19th

Good Friday

SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS AND STAFF

Tuesday 23rd

4-7pm

PARENT INTERVIEWS

Wednesday 24th

4-6pm

PARENT INTERVIEWS

Monday 6th

May Hol

SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS AND STAFF

Tuesday 7th

Inset Day 5

SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

Saturday 11th May

May Fair

ALL WELCOME

Monday 20th

6.30pm

PARENT COUNCIL MEETING

APRIL

MAY

Thursday 30th

SPORTS DAY—1ST CHOICE

JUNE
Thursday 6th

SPORTS DAY—2ND CHOICE

Friday 14th

KINGSWELLS SCHOOL 25TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS

